2017 Black History Month Genealogy Conference

“From the Archives to the Classroom with African American Genealogy”
The crucial role of education in the history of African Americans

Keynote Speaker: Marvin T. Jones
A free conference hosted by
AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.,
STATE OF MARYLAND AND WASHINGTON, DC CHAPTERS
Central Maryland
Montgomery County, Maryland
Prince George's County, Maryland
Agnes Kane Callum – Baltimore, Maryland
James Dent Walker - District of Columbia
AND

AFRICAN AMERICAN SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
Washington DC Family History Center
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Saturday, February 4, 2017
7200 CONTEE ROAD
LAUREL, MD 20707
8:30AM – 5:00PM
(Snow date Saturday, 2/18/17)

Registration begins January 6th: http://www.wdcfhc.org/AAHGS-Conf/
(Bring your own lunch; no caffeine allowed on premises; pre-print workshop handouts)
For additional information: aahgs-conf2017@wdcfhc.org

2017 Black History Month Genealogy Conference
Saturday, February 4th

“From the Archives to the Classroom with African American Genealogy”
The crucial role of education in the history of African Americans

8:30AM – 9:00AM

Conference Registration

9:00AM – 9:55AM

Welcome/Opening Remarks – Bernice Alexander Bennett
Keynote Address – Marvin T. Jones

Workshops 10:00 AM - 12:05 PM (Concurrent sessions)
Noreen Goodson

Genealogy for Beginners - (Beginner)

Angela Walton-Raji

How to Use the Freedmen’s Bureau Records (Intermediate/Advanced)

Workshops 12:10 PM – 1:15 PM (Concurrent sessions)
Aaron Dorsey

Slave Genealogy Research - Conducting Slave Era Research

Christine Easterling

Education Today and Yesterday and the Challenges to Inspire Young
People to Learn (all levels)

(Intermediate/Advanced)

LUNCH
Workshops 2:10 PM – 3:20 PM (Concurrent sessions)
Chiquita Sorrels, moderator
J. Shango

Panel Discussion - The Role of the African American Church in
Education – (all levels)
Using Genealogy as a way to teach students about African American
History (Intermediate)

Workshops - 3:25 PM – 4:40 PM (Concurrent sessions)
Bernice Alexander Bennett
Shannon Christmas

Intro to DNA and Genealogy (Beginner)
Using Autosomal DNA Analysis to Grow the African-American Family
Tree (Intermediate/Advanced)

Exhibition Tables - Lunchroom
Library of Congress - African American Veterans History Project
Historically Black Colleges and/or Universities (HBCUs)
Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society, Inc. (AAHGS)
National Museum of African American History and Culture (NMAAHC)

4:45PM - 5:00PM

Raffle – Nancy Daniels and Noreen Goodson
Closing Remarks – Frank Jenkins and Carol Kostakos Petranek

Keynote Speaker

Genealogy for Beginners
10:00AM – 12:05PM

Marvin T. Jones is a documentary photographer and filmmaker specializing in
corporate photography and videography. In his work, he has documented Haitian
defense works for UNESCO, the developing nation of Somaliland, and Black
communities in South America. Marvin is the founder and Executive Director of
the Chowan Discovery Group who documents, researches, preserves and presents
history of his native Winton Triangle, a 275 year-old mixed race landowning
community.
Through Chowan Discovery, Marvin has produced three video documentaries on DC
schools and teachers; erected 6 North Carolina Highway Historical Markers,
placed his church's Rosenwald School House on the National Register of Historic
Places, produced a stage production about the Winton Triangle, given many
lectures, written several articles, and has given many broadcast interviews. A
recent presentation was about his community's librarian and her bookmobile.
A member of the Central Maryland Chapter of AAHGS, he is also an operating
officer of both the Exposure Group African American Photographers Association
and the Alliance to Preserve the Civil War Defenses of Washington. Marvin lives in
Washington, DC. Please visit his website www.chowandiscovery.org.
Noreen Goodson - Born and raised in Baltimore, MD; graduate of Morgan State
College and Morgan State University; and elementary school teacher for 30 years
in the Baltimore City Public School System. In 1981, she began researching her
parents’ families in Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina. Currently the
Corresponding Secretary of Baltimore’s Agnes Kane Callum Chapter of AAHGS.
Also a member of the Maryland Genealogical Society and of the historical societies
of Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, and Baltimore City. Currently researching the
Goodsons’ of Richland County, SC.
Beginning African American Research? – Watch Goodson hold your attention and
get you inspired to really get started in depth with exploring your family history.
This workshop provides novice African American researchers with some guidance,
hands-on experiences and explanations concerning various aspects of researching
your family’s roots with emphasis on Maryland resources. (Beginner)
Angela Walton-Raji - A founding member of AfriGeneas.com, Ms. Walton-Raji is
also a genealogist specializing in information for beginners, via daily and weekly
online genealogy chats on AfriGeneas. As host of a weekly genealogy podcast, a
number of instructional videos and as an expert consultant on video documentaries,
Ms. Walton-Raji combines her skills as a genealogist with a warm on camera
personality that brings comfort to her viewers through her instructional videos on
YouTube, while providing them with useful information. She is a published author,
host of 3 blogs, in addition to a 10-year ongoing message board, 3 websites, and The
African Roots Podcast (africanrootspodcast.com). A researcher with national
reputation, Ms. Walton-Raji’s talents have been recognized by the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington DC, for over a decade.

How to Use the
Freedmen’s Bureau
Records
10:00AM – 12:05PM

The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands kept records from 18651872, that contain a wide range of data about the African American experience
during slavery and freedom. Learn how to research using the Bureau’s database
records. Discover your roots and unlock your future.
http://www.discoverfreedmen.org/
Mapping the Freedmen’s Bureau. http://mappingthefreedmensbureau.com/ (I/A)

Aaron Dorsey - Native of Oakland, California has been doing genealogical research
for over 15 years. His undergraduate degree in U.S. History from San Francisco
State University and graduate degree in Education Policy are from Stanford
University. He began researching his family history after reading Jubilee by
Margaret Walker-Alexander for a Survey of African American Literature at
the College of Alameda. He has documented the history of his family in Alabama,
California, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas
and Virginia. He has been able identify the last slave holding families for 10 of his
enslaved ancestors in the following southern states - Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Louisiana, South Carolina, Texas, and Virginia. Aaron was recently elected as the
Vice President of the AAHGS Central Maryland Chapter.

Slave Genealogy Research
Conducting Slave Era
Research
12:10PM – 1:15PM

Conducting Slave Era Research will help the researchers understand basic
genealogical strategies to finding enslaved ancestors. Brick walls in tracing enslaved
ancestors can be caused by improper research habits and lack of records. Learning
to research effectively can help to avoid these brick walls. (Intermediate/Advanced)

Christine Davis Easterling is a retired teacher and school administrator who
served students in Washington, DC, for over thirty years. She's an active member
of First Baptist Church in Northwest Washington. At First Baptist, she's served as
a member of the Board of Christian Education, director of Vacation Bible School,
and chairperson of the fall and spring institutes. She's been a member of the First
Baptist Gospel Choir for fifteen years. As a certified dean of Standard Leadership
Schools in affiliation with the National Baptist Convention, USA, she's responsible
for accrediting church schools. She's also the past president of the District of
Columbia Retired Educators Association. Latest book, Divine, Miraculous,
Magnificent, is a handbook for Christian educators that emphasizes the importance
of Christ's miracles in his lifetime and ours, with an inspirational foreword by the
Reverend Dr. Frank D. Tucker

Education Today and
Yesterday and the
Challenges to Inspire
Young People to Learn
12:10PM – 1:15PM

Today’s youth are wisdom-seekers. They want help making life’s decisions, but they
want it done in a way that helps them understand wise choices, but gives them
freedom to choose their own path. Young people today crave older adults who will
walk with them through the obstacles they face on a daily basis; while extending
love, grace and support. Join this interactive workshop that uses an experienced
based role-playing approach to teaching the impact/history of African American
women in society. (All levels)

J. Shango is an Assistant Professor of History at Prince George’s Community
College (PGCC) and Co-Director of the PGCC African American Studies Institute.
He teaches courses on African, African American, and African Diaspora history.
Prior to joining the faculty at PGCC, Professor Shango served as Lead Research
Assistant at the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center (MSRC) at Howard University.
His archival research at the MSRC culminated with several installations at the
Howard University Museum, including a comprehensive exhibit on race and
emancipation in the age of Abraham Lincoln, which included rare books,
photographs, and primary source documents from the Howard University Archives.

Using Genealogy as a way
to teach students about
African American History
2:10PM – 3:20PM

This workshop will focus on ways to use family history in an African American
history classroom. Professor Shango will share how his study of his own family’s
history led to a career teaching African American history. He will also share
classroom assignments and activities that blend genealogy and African American
history. Sample writings by former students will highlight the value of a
genealogical approach to African American history. (Intermediate)

Chiquita Clark Sorrels – Has been interested in her family history since she was a
teenager. She is originally from West Chester, PA and both her maternal and paternal
families have resided in Chester County, PA for over 150 years. She loves research
and mysteries. Chiquita has a Bachelor's degree in Spanish from the University of
Pennsylvania, a Master's degree in Library Science from Drexel University, and a
Bachelor's degree in Computer and Information Science from the University of
Maryland and is an adjunct professor at Montgomery College. She is currently the
President of the Montgomery County, Maryland chapter of AAHGS.

The Role of the
African American
Church in Education
Panel Discussion
moderated by
Chiquita Clark Sorrels

2:10PM – 3:20PM

Each panel member will give a brief history of their church; speak about how their
church supported/supports education; answer 3 – 4 prepared question; and open up for
a Q&A session.
Panelists will include representatives from African American churches in MD, VA and
DC. Our objective is to give the audience an inside view of the challenges and solutions
to improving education; and the historic relationship between the church, education
and the African American community/family. (All levels)

Bernice Alexander Bennett - A lecturer, author, and family historian
researching and documenting her African American roots. She is a Citizen’s
Archivist with the National Archives and Records Administration in Washington,
DC, where she prepares Widows’ pension records for restoration and digitization
for Fold3. Also, she is the producer and host of a weekly Blogtalkradio show –
Research at the National Archives and Beyond. She has spoken at national and
local genealogical societies, and is a coordinator and faculty for the Midwest
African American Genealogy Institute.

Learn the basics about Genealogy and DNA. Genealogy is the study of one's
Intro to DNA and Genealogy family tree or ancestry. Genetic genealogy uses DNA testing to determine the
inherited relationship between individuals. (Beginner)
3:25PM – 4:40PM

Shannon Christmas – An experienced genealogist specializing in genetic,
colonial American, and African-American genealogy in Virginia and the Carolinas.
He serves as a 23andMe Ancestry Ambassador, administrator of The Captain
Thomas Graves of Jamestown Autosomal DNA Project, and as a coadministrator of The Hemings-Jefferson-Wayles-Eppes Autosomal DNA
Project. Shannon has a special interest in harnessing the power of autosomal
DNA to verify and extend pedigrees, assess the veracity of oral history, and
reconstruct ancestral genomes.
Routinely invited to lecture at international genealogy conferences, Shannon
was one of a select few genetic genealogists invited to participate in the
American Society of Human Genetics’ Roundtable on Genetic Ancestry
Inference. Shannon was tapped to investigate the genetic lineage of Governor
Lawrence Douglas Wilder of Virginia and presented his findings at The 2015
Afro-American Genealogical and Historical Society’s National Conference in
Richmond, Virginia.
A trained urban planning and real estate consultant, Shannon has a Bachelor of
Arts in Government from Harvard University and a Masters in City Planning
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Using Autosomal DNA
Analysis to Grow the AfricanAmerican Family Tree
3:25PM – 4:40PM

The presentation will include illustrative case studies, using autosomal DNA
analysis that enriches and advances traditional paper trail research. It involves
verifying oral history, identifying unknown slave owning/European ancestors and
unknown enslaved/African ancestors, as well as pinpoints the origin of
immigrant ancestors.
Strongly recommended that attendees have already completed a DNA test.
(Intermediate/Advanced)

2017 BLACK HISTORY MONTH GENEALOGY CONFERENCE
“From the Archives to the Classroom with African American Genealogy”
The Crucial Role of Education in the History of African Americans

CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE

African American Special Interest Group/Washington DC Family History Center (WDCFHC)
Bernice Bennett, Nancy Daniels, Frank Jenkins, Jacqueline Tillman Lewis
AAHGS Central Maryland – Alice Freeman Harris
AAHGS Montgomery County, Maryland – Chiquita Clark Sorrels
AAHGS Prince George’s County, Maryland – Jane Taylor Thomas, Nathania Branch Miles
AAHGS Agnes Kane Callum, Baltimore, Maryland – Noreen Goodson
AAHGS James Dent Walker – District of Columbia – Virginia Mercer
Washington DC Family History Center (WDCFHC) – Carol Kostakos Petranek

THE AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.
(AAHGS) strives to preserve African-ancestored family history, genealogy, and cultural

diversity by teaching research techniques and disseminating information throughout the
community. Our primary goals are to promote scholarly research, provide resources for
historical and genealogical studies, create a network of persons with similar interests, and
assist members in documenting their histories.

THE WASHINGTON DC FAMILY HISTORY CENTER (WDCFHC) is a branch of

the Family History Department of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and is
open for genealogical research by both church members and the general public. Family
History Centers provide local access to Church microfilmed family history records, family
history computer resources, and internet genealogical websites.

Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs)

https://www.pinterest.com/MsKPARKS/historical-black-college-hbcu/

HBCUs are a source of accomplishment and great pride for the African
American community as well as the entire nation. In part, the Higher
Education Act of 1965 defines an HBCU as “…any historically black
college or university that was established prior to 1964, whose principal
mission was, and is, the education of black Americans”. HBCUs offer all
students, regardless of race, an opportunity to develop their skills and
talents.
https://sites.ed.gov/whhbcu/one-hundred-and-five-historically-black-colleges-and-universities/

Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society, Inc.,
State of Maryland & Washington, DC chapters
Agnes Kane Callum - Baltimore, Maryland - http://baahgs.wordpress.com
Central Maryland – http://aahgscmc.wordpress.com
Prince George's County, Maryland - http://pgcm.aahgs.org
Montgomery County, Maryland - http://moctymd.aahgs.org
James Dent Walker - District of Columbia – http://aahgsdc.com

Afro-American Historical
and Genealogical Society,
Inc., (AAHGS)

Stop by and see what AAHGS has to offer in the Washington, DC Metropolitan
area. Members of AAHGS are a diverse group of people of various ages,
ethnicities, and professions — all united in the desire to preserve our past as a
way of enabling our future. Our members share their knowledge and discoveries
by conducting workshops and giving lectures at events for a wide variety of
people and/or organizations. One of our primary goals is to assist members in
discovering and documenting their histories. Join one of our chapters today.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS VETERANS HISTORY PROJECT
Participate with the Veterans History Project (VHP) and contribute to the
permanent collections of the Library of Congress, one of the world’s most
respected research and cultural institutions. During Black History Month and
throughout the year, the Library of Congress and the Association for the Study
of African American Life and History (ASALH) urge all African American
To Collect Wartime Memories
from African-American Veterans veterans to share their wartime memories with the Veterans History Project.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
VETERANS HISTORY
PROJECT AND THE
ASSOCIATION FOR THE
STUDY OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN LIFE AND
HISTORY
https://www.loc.gov/vets/
http://www.loc.gov/vets/pr05AfAmHistory.html

Individuals, family members, veterans, civic groups and organizations are invited
to interview veterans by contacting the VHP where staff will provide guidance to
ensure that an audio or video interview is made and preserved at the Library of
Congress as part of the permanent record of our nation's history. The collection
will include stories of veterans and others who served in World War I, World War
II, the Korean, Vietnam and Persian Gulf wars, and the Iraq-Afghanistan
conflicts. In addition to audio and video-recorded interviews, VHP accepts
memoirs and collections of original photographs, letters, diaries, maps and other
historical documents from World War I through current conflicts.
ASALH 2018 Black History Theme – African Americans in Times of War
The National Museum of African American History and Culture - A place where
all Americans can learn about the richness and diversity of the African
American experience, what it means to our lives and how it helped us shape this
nation. A place that transcends the boundaries of race and culture that divide
us, and becomes a lens into a story that unites us all.
The NMAAHC is located at 1400 Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, D.C.
20004

The Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture, See
The Smithsonian National https://nmaahc.si.edu/ for additional information.
Museum of African American Nonprofit Groups: School, student, religious and community-based organizations
of 10 or more may obtain free advance Timed Passes to tour the museum.
History and Culture
Contact ETIX Customer Support Center 1-919-653-0443 or 1-800-514-3849.
Hours of operation: Monday – Saturday: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m. Sunday 12 p.m. – 8 p.m.
(All times EST).

Floor Plan

