
2018 BLACK HISTORY MONTH GENEALOGY CONFERENCE 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD 

“The Battlefield and Beyond with African American Genealogy” 
AFRICAN AMERICAN SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP - WASHINGTON DC FAMILY HISTORY CENTER  

AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.,  

STATE OF MARYLAND & WASHINGTON, DC CHAPTERS 

  
8:30AM – 9:00AM  Conference Registration  

 

9:00AM – 9:55AM Welcome/Opening Remarks – AASIG/WDCFHC representative 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker – Nathania Branch Miles, AAHGS-PGCM 

Keynote Address – Karsonya (Kaye) Wise Whitehead, PhD  
 

10:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
Noreen Goodson  Genealogy for Beginners – (limited to 30 attendees) 

 

10:00 AM - 11:15 AM (Concurrent sessions) 
Claire Kluskens National Archives: Overview of Military Service, Pension and Related 

Records 

Shelley Murphy, PhD What do you know about the Daughters of the American Revolution 

(DAR) and over 6,000 African Americans? 

Bernice Alexander Bennett Civil War Widows’ Pension 
 

11:25 AM – 12:40 PM (Concurrent sessions) 
Claire Kluskens, Moderator 

Alice F. Harris 

Marvin T. Jones 

Erwin Polk 

Sharing Family Military Stories – Panel Discussion 

Julie M. Schablitsky, PhD Preservation of African American Cemeteries 

Angela Walton Raji Nurses, Matrons, Laundresses and Cooks: Black Women and Their Role 

in the Civil War  

 

12:40 PM – 1:30 PM 
LUNCH TIME Bring your own; no coffee/caffeine allowed on premises; water to be provided 

 

1:30 PM – 2:45 PM (Concurrent sessions) 
Bernice Alexander Bennett Intro to DNA and Genealogy (Beginner) 

Shannon Christmas Genetic Genealogy and The African-American Family Tree 
(Intermediate/Advanced) 

 

2:55 PM – 4:10 PM (Concurrent sessions)  
Kerry Ward Veterans History Project – Library of Congress 

Carol Kostakos Petranek Accessing Online Military Records at FamilySearch, Fold3, & Ancestry 
 

4:15PM - 5:00PM - Raffle/Closing Remarks  



Keynote Speaker - Karsonya (Kaye) Wise Whitehead, PhD 

 
Karsonya (Kaye) Wise Whitehead is an Associate Professor of Communication, African and African 

American Studies in the Department of Communication at Loyola University Maryland and the host of 

Today With Dr. Kaye on WEAA 88.9 FM. She is the author of four books including RaceBrave: new and 

selected works, which was selected by the Baltimore Sun as one of the 2015 Top Ten Summer Reads; 

Notes from a Colored Girl: The Civil War Pocket Diaries of Emilie Frances Davis, which received both 

the 2015 Darlene Clark Hine Book Award from the Organization of American Historians and the 2014 

Letitia Woods Brown Book Award from the Association of Black Women Historians; and, Letters to My 

Black Sons: Raising Boys in a Post-Racial America. She is also a K-12 Master Teacher in African American 

History, an award-winning former Baltimore City middle school teacher, a three-time New York Emmy-

nominated documentary filmmaker, and a 2016-2017 guest commentator and Op-Ed columnist for WYPR 

88.1 FM and the Baltimore Sun. Whitehead created the Say Her Name syllabus, the Clinton syllabus, the 

Trump Syllabus K12, and the A Day Without A Woman Syllabus. She was the guest editor for the fall 

2016 special “#BlackGirlActivism” edition of Meridians journal. Dr. Whitehead can be reached by e-mail 

kewhitehead@loyola.edu, via twitter @kayewhitehead, or at her website www.kayewisewhitehead.com. 

She lives in Baltimore with her family. 
 

 

Noreen Goodson - Born and raised in Baltimore, MD; graduate of Morgan State 

College and Morgan State University; and elementary school teacher for 30 years in the 

Baltimore City Public School System. In 1981, she began researching her parents’ 

families in Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina. Currently the Corresponding 

Secretary of Baltimore’s Agnes Kane Callum Chapter of AAHGS. Also a member of 

the Maryland Genealogical Society and of the historical societies of Maryland, Virginia, 

South Carolina, and Baltimore City. Currently researching the Goodsons’ of Richland 

County, SC. 

 

Genealogy for Beginners 

 
10:00 AM – 12:15 PM 

Beginning African American Research? – Watch Goodson hold your attention and get 

you inspired to really get started in depth with exploring your family history. This 

workshop provides novice African American researchers with some guidance, hands-on 

experiences and explanations concerning various aspects of researching your family’s 

roots with emphasis on Maryland resources. (Beginner)  

 

mailto:kewhitehead@loyola.edu
http://www.kayewisewhitehead.com/


 

Shelley Murphy, PhD aka "familytreegirl", a native of Michigan residing in 

Virginia. She is a founding member & current President of the AAHGS Central 

Virginia & VP of the Central Virginia Genealogical Association. She has been a 

member of AAHGS since 2006, and holds memberships with the National 

Genealogical Society, Association of Professional Genealogists and Central Virginia 

History Researchers. She is also a Coordinator for the Midwestern African American 

Genealogy Institute (MAAGI), presents Genealogy 101 workshops at the local 

community college, and does presentations at state & national genealogy 

conferences. She holds a Doctorate of Management in Organizational Leadership & 

works as an adjunct professor for Averett University. Shelley's tagline is "Know 

your roots, they are long and strong." 

What do you know about the 

Daughters of the American 

Revolution (DAR) and over 

6,000 African Americans? 

 

10:00 AM - 11:15 AM 

This session will walk you through what a lineage society is by presenting the 

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) society. As a nonprofit, nonpolitical 

volunteer women's service organization dedicated to promoting…Patriotism, 

Education, Historic Preservation what do they do and why would a person of color 

want to join? Also, the session will respond to the question "if people of color 

genealogy research be conducted at the DAR Library in Washington D.C." In 

addition, this session will expose the attendees to the DAR application process and 

tips on how to research African American Patriots of the American Revolution 

covering the span of 1775-1783 and taking a look at the role of over 6,000 African 

Americans played in the American Revolution. (All levels) 

 

Claire Kluskens is a reference and digital projects archivist specializing records 

with genealogical value. She spearheaded the completion of more than 330 National 

Archives microfilm publications, and now works on certain digital and description 

projects for the National Archives Catalog. She lectures frequently and has 

published extensively in national, state, and local genealogical publications. Claire 

has been a National Archives and Records Administration staff member since 1992 

and has done genealogical research since 1976. She has a blog/website “The Twelve 

Key” at https://twelvekey.com, This blog/website provides information about 

records in the National Archives. 

National Archives: 

Overview of Military Service, 

Pension and Related Records 

 
10:00 AM - 11:15 AM 

This session will provide an overview of military service records, military pension 

records, and military unit records in the National Archives at its National Archives 

Building (Archives I), College Park, MD (Archives II); and Saint Louis, Missouri, 

locations. Digitized records in the National Archives online Catalog at 

https://catalog.archives.gov/ will also be discussed.  (All levels) 

 

Bernice Alexander Bennett - A lecturer, author, and family historian researching and 

documenting her African American roots. She is a Citizen’s Archivist with the 

National Archives and Records Administration in Washington, DC, and the producer 

and host of a weekly Blogtalkradio show – Research at the National Archives and 

Beyond. She has presented at national and local genealogical societies, and is a 

Coordinator of the DNA track and faculty for the Midwest African American 

Genealogy Institute. 

 

 

Civil War Widows' Pensions 
 

10:00 AM - 11:15 AM 

Explore the evidence and challenges faced by widows and/or former slave 

descendants of soldiers in the United State Colored Troops /Widows’ Pension 

Applications.  Learn how the evidence shared stories of enslavement, slave marriages 

and also lack of information such as the soldier’s name when mustered, the name of 

the company and regiment or even a legitimate marriage license, and or birth 

certificate could disqualify a claim from being approved.  (Beginner/Intermediate) 

https://twelvekey.com/
https://catalog.archives.gov/


 

Sharing Family Military Stories 

Panel Discussion, Moderated by 

Claire Kluskens 
11:25 AM – 12:40 PM 

Historically, African Americans have played a significant role in U.S. military 

conflicts. Each panelist will provide intriguing facts regarding their ancestors who 

served with the Buffalo Soldiers, U.S. Colored Troops, and during World War II. 

Panelists will discuss some of their challenges and provide research tips. 

(All levels) 

 

 

 

Alice F. Harris has been an active member of the Afro-American Historical and 

Genealogical Society (AAHGS) for over ten years. In January 2010, Alice re-

activated the Central Maryland Chapter of AAHGS in Columbia, Maryland, and 

served as Chapter President for seven years. In 2011, she was presented the 

AAHGS National President’s Award for her service to the organization. In 2014, 

the Central Maryland Chapter was recognized as the AAHGS Chapter of the Year. 

Alice has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Russian, Master of Arts degree in Legal 

Studies, and a Juris Doctorate degree. She has taught African-American genealogy 

courses at Howard Community College and enjoys assisting others in their 

genealogy quests. Alice is passionate about genealogy and hopes to inspire others, 

particularly our youth, to learn more about their heritage. 

 
 

 

 

Marvin T. Jones is a documentary photographer and filmmaker specializing in 

corporate photography and videography. In his work, he has documented Haitian 

defense works for UNESCO, the developing nation of Somaliland, and Black 

communities in South America. Marvin is the founder and Executive Director of 

the Chowan Discovery Group who documents, researches, preserves and presents 

history of his native Winton Triangle, a 275 year-old mixed race landowning 

community. Through Chowan Discovery, Marvin has produced three 

documentaries on DC schools and teachers; erected 6 North Carolina 

Highway Historical Markers, placed his church's Rosenwald School House on the 

National Register of Historic Places, produced a stage production about the 

Winton Triangle, given many lectures, written several articles, and has given many 

broadcast interviews. Marvin is a member of the Central Maryland Chapter of 

AAHGS and lives in Washington, DC. Please visit www.chowandiscovery.org. 

and/or marvin@marvintjones.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Erwin Polk earned a Bachelor of Science, Degree in Business Administration 

from Morgan State University, in Baltimore, Maryland.  

His genealogical research made it possible for him to be interviewed by Bryant 

Gumble on the “Today Show”.  He has been featured in the Wilmington News 

Journal regarding the history of his family and a memorial service for his great 

grandfather Thomas Elzey Polk Sr., a 9th Cavalry Regiment Buffalo soldier. He 

was interviewed for another News Journal Article for the Sunday, August 16, 2009 

edition regarding a celebration of 200 years of Freedom in the United States by his 

Polk Ancestors.  

Erwin has completed a fourteen-page booklet explaining Juneteenth and why it 

should be celebrated by Americans, for the Delaware Juneteenth Association. 

He regularly speaks at schools and to youth groups on Buffalo Soldiers, 

genealogy, as well as rock and mineral collecting.  Erwin is a member of the 

AAHGS Delaware Chapter as well as the AAHGS Agnes Kane Callum Baltimore 

Chapter, and a former Board of Governor for the Delaware Genealogical Society. 

Erwin is a member of the Thomas Elzey Polk Sr. Salisbury, Maryland Chapter of 

the Ninth and Tenth (Horse) Cavalry Association of Buffalo Soldiers.   

http://www.chowandiscovery.org/
mailto:marvin@marvintjones.com


 

 

Julie M. Schablitsky, PhD is the Chief Archaeologist and directs the Cultural 

Resources Section at the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway 

Administration.  She holds adjunct positions in the anthropology department at the 

University of Maryland and Museum of Natural and Cultural History at the 

University of Oregon. Her expertise includes historic archaeology, African America, 

military sites, and transportation landscapes. Dr. Schablitsky's research on African 

American archaeology includes: the study of African American spiritual practices at 

the Jackson Homestead in Montgomery County; the Serenity Burial Ground in 

Charles County; and the discovery and excavation of the Belvoir Slave Quarter in 

Anne Arundel County.  Currently, she is studying and excavating the Simon Hill 

Cemetery, an African American Baptist Burial Ground in Prince Georges County, 

that dates between the 1880s and mid-20th century.  

 

A Community Approach by 

Archaeologists to African 

American Cemeteries and Burial 

Grounds 

 

 

 
11:25 AM – 12:40 PM 

A recent study of a Charles County burial ground revealed details on the lives of 

enslaved African Americans who worked on a tobacco plantation. The discovery 

became a community project where the landowners, scientists, and descendants 

came together to reflect on the endurance and sacrifices made by a historic-

community now at rest. This project provided a template on how to properly 

coordinate with various stakeholders and the imperative step of including 

descendant communities. Currently, the study of the Simon Hill Cemetery is taking 

place with the support of the St. Paul Baptist Church.  Using these cemeteries as 

case studies, this presentation will explore the type of information (health and 

genetics) archaeologists can glean from historic-burials and what level of 

involvement descendant communities should expect from these sensitive projects.  

(All levels)  

 

 

Angela Walton-Raji - A founding member of AfriGeneas.com, Ms. Walton-Raji is 

also a genealogist specializing in information for beginners, via daily and weekly 

online genealogy chats on AfriGeneas. As host of a weekly genealogy podcast, a 

number of instructional videos and as an expert consultant on video documentaries, 

Ms. Walton-Raji combines her skills as a genealogist with a warm on camera 

personality that brings comfort to her viewers through and her instructional videos 

on YouTube, while providing them with useful information. She is a published 

author, host of 3 blogs, in addition to a 10-year ongoing message board, 3 websites, 

and The African Roots Podcast (africanrootspodcast.com). A researcher with 

national reputation, Ms. Walton-Raji’s talents have been recognized by the 

Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC, for over a decade.  

Nurses, Matrons, Laundresses 

and Cooks: Black Women and 

Their Role in the Civil War  

 
11:25 AM – 12:40 PM 

Little is known about the hundreds of women of color who worked during the Civil 

War. These women were hired officially to serve during the war years and have left 

an amazing paper trail. This workshop will focus on the women, the roles they 

played and the records that document their service. These women left service 

records, and many obtained pensions in later years. This under-used record set at the 

National Archives will be featured and how to find their names will be illustrated 

during this workshop. (All levels) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
LUNCH TIME 

12:40 PM – 1:30 PM 

 

 

Bring your own lunch; no coffee/caffeine allowed on premises; bottled 

water will be provided for all attendees. Nearby eateries on Van Dusen 

Road include: Subway, Panda West, and Bella Indian & Italian Cuisine 

 

 

 

 

Bernice Alexander Bennett – A lecturer, author, and family historian researching 

and documenting her African American roots. She is a Citizen’s Archivist with the 

National Archives and Records Administration in Washington, DC, and the 

producer and host of a weekly Blogtalkradio show – Research at the National 

Archives and Beyond. She has presented at national and local genealogical 

societies, and is a Coordinator of the DNA track and faculty for the Midwest 

African American Genealogy Institute. 

 

 

Intro to DNA and Genealogy 

 
1:30 PM – 2:45 PM 

This session will provide an overview of using DNA testing as a tool to assist with 

your genealogical journey. The focus is on helping the beginner understand the 

types of DNA tests, differences in companies offering those tests and the use of 

third party sites to help in the analysis of your results. (Beginner) 

 

 

Shannon Christmas – An experienced genealogist specializing in genetic, colonial 

American, and African-American genealogy in Virginia and the Carolinas. He 

serves as a 23andMe Ancestry Ambassador, administrator of The Captain Thomas 

Graves of Jamestown Autosomal DNA Project, and as a co-administrator of The 

Hemings-Jefferson-Wayles-Eppes Autosomal DNA Project. Shannon has a special 

interest in harnessing the power of autosomal DNA to verify and extend pedigrees, 

assess the veracity of oral history, and reconstruct ancestral genomes. 

A trained urban planning and real estate consultant, Shannon has a Bachelor of Arts 

in Government from Harvard University and a Masters in City Planning from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Genetic Genealogy and The 

African-American Family Tree 
 

1:30 PM – 2:45 PM 

 

Learn how to leverage DNA test results to demolish brick walls in African-

American family trees with the latest genetic testing technology. 

(Intermediate/Advanced) 

Strongly recommended that attendees have already completed a DNA test.   

 

 

 

 

https://drive.alllocal.com/base/photo/75938/540917/photo.jpg


 

Kerry Ward is as a liaison specialist with Veterans History Project (VHP) of the 

American Folklife Center at The Library of Congress. As part of the Program 

Coordination and Communications team, she focuses on program planning, 

developing and implementing strategies for building the archival collection, managing 

public and private partnerships, and creating a national and focused communications 

strategy. Participate in VHP throughout the year by sharing the veteran in your life’s 

wartime memories with the nation’s library.  To learn more about the Veterans History 

Project, visit the website at http://www.loc.gov/vets/. 

 

 

Veterans History Project 
 

2:55 PM – 4:10 PM 

The Veterans History Project (VHP) of the American Folklife Center at the Library of 

Congress collects, preserves, and makes available the personal stories of American 

war veterans. These collections of firsthand accounts are gathered for use by 

researchers and so that future generations may hear directly from veterans to better 

understand the realities of war. This presentation will introduce the program, how you 

can use it, and highlight some of the African American veterans within the VHP 

collection.  (All levels) 

 

 

Carol Kostakos Petranek - Serves as an Assistant Director of the Washington, D.C. 

Family History Center where she coordinates classes, conferences and community 

outreach projects. She is a Citizen Archivist at the National Archives in Washington, 

D.C. and volunteers as a Genealogy Aid in the Research Room. Carol is the Volunteer 

Coordinator for a FamilySearch/Maryland Archive digitization project of Probate and 

Estate Records.  

 

Accessing Online Military 

Records at FamilySearch, 

Fold3, and Ancestry 

 
2:55 PM – 4:10 PM 

Most families have ancestors who served in the military. The military resources online 

at FamilySearch, Fold3, and Ancestry differ in content and accessibility. This session 

will review the military records available at these three websites and demonstrate how 

to conduct effective searches. 

 

(All levels)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/vets/

